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Aynor Middle School
Course Title:  7th Grade Science


Teacher: Scott Lefke
Planning/Conf. Times:  11:00 – 12:30
Phone:  358-6000 
Email:   slefke@horrycountyschools.net
Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year.  I hope this year will be filled with fun and great accomplishments for all.  I look forward to getting to know each of you better and I believe that together, we will find ways to succeed in learning.  All content in this course is based on the S.C. Science Curriculum Standards.  The course study provides comprehensive teaching, practice, and assessment of science skills, with an emphasis on the process skills necessary for inquiry. The units covered are Human Body, Cells and Heredity, Ecology, and Properties of Matter (in that order).
Classroom Requirements:

   Materials:

Students should arrive to class each day with materials for learning.  
· #2 pencil every day (Have a back-up)
· ear buds or headphones for Ipad
· notebook for science (composition works best)
· folder (for science only!)
· binder to hold folder and materials for all subjects

Behavior:

Students should be on their best behavior in the classroom, so as not to interfere with the teaching and learning of others.  Please learn and carefully follow all classroom/lab procedures. A copy of the lab safety contract will need to be signed by parent and student before being able to participate in labs.  Any violation of this contract can result in removal from laboratory activities.
Grading

This year our school is using weighted percentages to calculate your child’s grade.  Each assignment or assessment will fit into one of the categories listed below, and each category will count as a percentage of your child’s final grade.  The following is a breakdown of the weight for each category.

Major Assessments/Assignments:  50%

Mid-level Assessments/Assignments: 30%

Daily Assessments/Assignments (Practice):  20%

1. Class work– This can count as a mid-level or daily grade depending on the assignment length and time required to complete.
2. Quizzes and Tests – Quizzes will be every two to three weeks and count as Mid-level Grades. Tests will be Major Grades and will be once or twice every nine weeks.
3. Projects- Projects will count 100 points and can count as Major Grades.

4. Homework- Homework will count as a daily grade.
Major Topics and Assessments for the Year (additional assessments may be added to the major category):

Generally, we will cover the following topics in class during the year:



Year Long Topic - Lab Safety / Procedures



Year Long Topic - Scientific Inquiry



1st Quarter - Human Body and Diseases



Major Project – Egg Drop (Experimental Design)



Major Test – Unit Test



2nd Quarter - Cells/Heredity



Major Project – 3D Cell Project



Major Test – Unit Test



3rd Quarter – Ecology



Major Project – Food Web



Major Test – Unit Test



4th Quarter - The Chemical Nature of Matter



Major Project – Element Cube





Major Test – Unit Test

Each quarter will end with a Benchmark Test that tests the mastery of the material for that quarter.

We are also using Mini Assessments, which are assigned through the Scan Tron Achievement Series website, just like our benchmarks are.  These mini-assessments are mid level (20%) grades.

Getting Help

If you start having trouble with the material after you have studied, please see me about extra help.  Often just five or ten minutes are all it takes to clear things up.  Any time you have a problem of any kind, please talk to your teacher first.  Also, parents please feel free to contact me if you have questions and/or comments through email or during planning.  

Absences and Make – Up Work

If you are absent, it is up to you to contact a fellow student or your teacher for missed assignments and/or make-up work.  There will be a make-up folder in your classroom with all missed handouts and work.  You are responsible for getting the class notes from a fellow student and completing make-up work.  
****If you are absent when a test (quiz or major test) is given but you were present when it was assigned and notes were given, you must make it up on the day that you return to school. If you missed two or more days during the preparation and review time, you have five school days from the day you return to make up the test.  
Tardiness
We will be following the handbook rules concerning tardiness. Students should be in seat and working when the bell class starts, not coming in the door or getting prepared.
“Remind” This is a very helpful program for students and parents, which allows me to text you when there are upcoming due dates for assignments and tests.  If you text Class code @lefk  to the number 81010 it will allow you to receive texts. You cannot respond.  This is a one-way contact only.
Good luck this year and we look forward to having you in our classes!
Mr. Scott Lefke
